The Tampa Tribune, May 12, 2005

USF Grad Students
Put Skills To Use

DESIGNS TO BENEFIT SCHOOL, CENTER

By MICHELE SAGER
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USF CAMPUS — When looking for the inspira-
tion for Grady Elementary’s new school canopy,
the archirects relied on one child's wish for “tree
holes."
That simple request became the inspiration
for the entire design.
The student was referring (o the vardous de-
grees of light that scatter through tree leaves. So

the architects decided to create various shades of

light through their stee] design.

It was how some architecture students tumed
thelr classmoom sketches into solutions for the
CoTmmunity. )

A group of University of South Florida gradu-
ate architecture students s designing a
for a walkway and outdoor classroom space g
Grady, a school on Morrison Avenue in Tampa,
The wallway connects the media cemter to the
cafeteria

The USF students also are designing a pavilion
for The Franciscan Center in Tampa. The pro-
jects are part of the new Introduction to Design-
Build Service Learning course at [I5F.
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“Irwas definirely a learning experisnce.
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Elizabeth and juan Frontaeo are
among USF ate architecture students de-

signing a canopy for Grady Elementary School.

Through designing a y for Grady, USF students gain practical
community. Students will build the canopy this summer. It will cost
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“This is a unigue oppormmni-
tv for these students in that
they will actually see their
sketches get built in the com-
munlty,” said Don Dulaney,
the assistant professor who
teaches the course,

Dulaney said he collaborat-

- ed with Grady and The Fran-

clscan Center o come up with
projects that would serve the
groups’ needs and give his so-
dents some practical experi-
Bnce.

. After students met with
Cirady, they worked as a team
1o come up with a design.
Grady Principal Melanie Palim-

Dulaney

“This dsa ndopee
cyprpari ity for
these stielenis,

assistant professor
sips o e class,

eri-Bottini said she was im-
pressed by the USE students’
professionalism,

"Thelr work has been out-
standing,” Palmeri- Bottini
sabd. "They met with us and
the students to come up with a
design we would all like. They
also had to design the walkway
within the standards of permit-
ting and our school board.”’

"It was definltely a leamning
experience,’” student Jared
Willoughby said. “Normally in
class, you just sit at vour desk
and come up with whatever
plans vou want. But here,
vou're working with other peo-
ple and thelr requirements.”
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rience while helping the
out 520,000,

The designs are doae, but
the projects cannot be com-
pleted withowt donations. Al-
though most of the labor is free
because the USF students will
build the projects this summer,
cach project still costs about
S20,000.

Dulaney said the students
are counting on donations of
materials and money for other
costs to get the work done,

“t's not looking very bright
right now,” Palmeri-Bottin
said, “We need donations nght
mway if we're going 1o get the
matcerials in tdme for the sw-
dents to start building this
SUMITTET.

l'o help out either project,
call Dulaney at (B13] 974-G007.
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